	WAEC PROJECT PROCEDURE CLASSIFICATION
Projects that require a Scientific Use Licence and AEC approval
Based on the DPIRD Annual Animal Use Report Guidelines 2025


	Procedure Category No.
	Procedure Category in increasing order of perceived impact
	Procedure Category Definition
 

	1
	No or minor interference
	The project does not usually handle animals but may cause direct or indirect disturbance to the habitat that could alter the behaviour of an animal and affect its welfare.
Examples: 
· Cameras that involve the use of baits, lures, flash or any modification of the environment that causes disruption to the habitat (camera without lures or flashes do not require AEC approval).
· Call broadcast or playback during the breeding season (may not require AEC approval at other times of the year)
· Spotlighting at a location on a repetitive basis, e.g., on consecutive nights, weekly for monitoring.
· Nest marking, nest excavation, egg counting e.g., monitoring birds, turtles.
· Active searching for animals which may result in animal capture, e.g., burrow digging, rock turning, bark peeling, log splitting or other activity that causes disruption to the habitat.
· Aerial surveys including use of drones, UAVs, aircraft and helicopters.
· Surveying or monitoring marine fauna at distances less than the minimum distances identified in the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018.
· Behavioural studies with minor environmental manipulation.


	2
	Minor conscious intervention
	Animal is subjected to minor procedures which would normally not require anaesthesia or analgesia. Any pain is minor and analgesia usually unnecessary, although some distress may occur as a result of trapping or handling.
Examples:
· Trapping or capture by hand, followed by release as used in monitoring, surveys and analysis of impact on populations (EIA surveys) e.g., Elliott, cage and pit traps, mist netting, harp traps.
· Trapping and humane euthanasia for collection of specimens, e.g., taxonomic studies.
· Trapping and humane euthanasia for feral animal control research (operational pest control does not require AEC approval if monitoring of control impact is not undertaken).
· Taking morphometric measurements, quantifying size and shape of animal.
· Minor dietary or environmental deprivation or manipulation for short periods e.g., holding animals for identification.
· Marking, tagging or banding using temporary or permanent methods, e.g., leg bands, ear tags, non-toxic markers, hair trimming.
· Injections (including PIT implants), tissue sampling, hair or whisker sampling, blood collection.
· Placement of an external tracking device without sedation e.g., radio-collar, back saddle transmitter.

	3
	Animal unconscious without recovery
	Animal is rendered unconscious under controlled circumstances with little or no pain or distress. Any pain is minor and brief and does not require analgesia. Procedures are carried out on the unconscious animal which is then killed without regaining consciousness. 
Example:
· Teaching surgical techniques on live, anaesthetised animals which are not allowed to recover following the procedure.

	4
	Minor surgery with recovery
	Animal is rendered unconscious with as little pain or distress as possible. A minor procedure is carried out and the animal is allowed to recover. Depending on the procedure, pain may be minor or moderate and post-operative analgesia may be appropriate. 
Field capture using chemical restraint methods is also included here. 
Examples: 
• Biopsies; 
• Cannulations; or 
• Sedation/anaesthesia for relocation, examination or injections/blood sampling. 

	5
	Minor physiological challenge
	Animal remains conscious during some or all of the procedures. There is interference with the animal's physiological or psychological processes. The challenge may cause only a small degree of pain/distress or any pain/distress is quickly and effectively alleviated. 
Examples: 
• Minor infection; 
• Early oncogenesis; 
• Arthritis studies with pain alleviation; 
• Induction of metabolic disease; 
• Prolonged deficient diets; 
• Polyclonal antibody production; or 
· Antiserum production. 


	6
	Major surgery with recovery
	Animal is rendered unconscious with as little pain or distress as possible. A major procedure, such as abdominal or orthopaedic surgery, is carried out and the animal is allowed to recover. Post-operative pain is usually considerable and at a level requiring analgesia. 
Examples: 
· Orthopaedic surgery; 
· Abdominal or thoracic surgery; or 
· Transplant surgery.
· Insertion of radio tracking devices into coelomic cavities, e.g., snakes


	7
	Major physiological challenge
	Animal remains conscious during some or all of the procedures. There is interference with the animal's physiological or psychological processes. The challenge causes a moderate or large degree of pain/distress which is not quickly or effectively alleviated. 
Examples: 
· Major infection; 
· Major phenotypic modification; 
· Oncogenesis without pain alleviation; 
· Arthritis studies with no pain alleviation; 
· Uncontrolled metabolic disease; or 
· Isolation or environmental deprivation for extended periods. 


	8
	Death as an endpoint
	This procedure only applies where the death of the animal is a deliberately planned part of the scientific activity or project. Death as an endpoint does not include death by natural causes, animals humanely euthanased, animals euthanised for dissection or for use as museum specimens or unexpected deaths.
Example:
· LD50 and LC50 lethal dose trials


	9
	Production of genetically modified animals
	This category is intended to allow for the variety of procedures which occur during the production of genetically modified (GM) animals. As animals in this category may be subjected to both minor and major physiological challenges and surgical procedures, this category reflects the varied nature of the procedures carried out. It includes ALL animals used in GM production, other than the final progeny which are used in a different category of the procedure. 
Examples: 
· Initial breeding animals for GM production; 
· Animals culled as part of the GM production process; or 
· Animals culled during the production of animals that are free of unwanted infectious agents or pathogens. 
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