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This is considered intensification and active intervention is required. Use the
Sheep Finishing Calculator to determine if on-farm finishing without fit-for

purpose infrastructure is suitable, or whether fit-for-purpose feedlot
infrastructure is required.

The length of time that sheep can be held relates directly to the nutrient
requirements of the subsequent crop or pasture. Using the Sheep Finishing
Calculator, can sheep be turned off within the Days Allowable timeframe?

Consider revising the inputs into the
calculator.

Can you reduce the number of
head/increase the area/use a different crop?

Sheep will be held above
regional stocking density**

Agribusiness Development: Sheep Finishing Decision Tree

NO

No intervention required

YES

Enter new inputs into
calculator and retest

Use this decision tree to determine if sheep can be finished in paddocks/pens, or whether a feedlot is required.
*This decision tree is not designed for application to confinement and containment feeding facilities (such as drought feeding)

**This refers to the ‘normal’ stocking
density for the region or property. This
information could be obtained from a
Farm Plan or from a local stock agent.

No intervention required. Sheep
can be held as per the details

entered into the calculator,
including the subsequent

crop/pasture phase.

Fit-for-purpose feedlot infrastructure is required (lined
infrastructure and wastewater containment)

Refer to DPIRD's Factsheet: Best Practice for the Design,
Construction and Operation of Sheep Feedlots


